
CAR SEAT  
BUYING GUIDE
UNDERSTAND YOUR CHOICES
What are the important things to consider?  
What are your options? What will suit your family best?  
We know it isn’t easy – but hope that our guide will help with those big decisions.



CHOOSING THE 
RIGHT SEAT FOR 
YOUR FAMILY
1   What is the age and weight of your child?  

And how long do you want your child to stay in its seat?

2  How often do you need to move your car seat between different cars?

3  What type of installation system will work with your car?

4  Understand its key forms of protection

5  Would you like your child to remain rearward facing for longer?

6  What are the legal standards for car seats?

7  Do you want to use your seat as part of a Travel System?



   YOUR OPTIONS FROM BRITAX

BABY

Group 2/3  
(15 kg / around 4 years to 36 kg / 
12 years)

These seats, often known as  
highback booster seats, are  
designed to offer the ultimate  
safety for older children from  
15 kg to 36 kg.

CHILD

BABY

Group 0+  
(birth to 13 kg / 15 months)

These seats, often called an ‘infant 
carrier’, can be used from birth  
and can be connected to your 
pushchair. They are designed to 
be lightweight and portable and 
cocoon a small baby. 

Group 0+/1  
(birth to 18 kg / around 4 years)

These seats are designed to be 
used from birth but to remain within 
the car. They are often bigger and 
heavier and can’t be connected to 
a pushchair. However they may fit 
your child until they are around  
4 years or 18 kg. And they may give 
you the option of changing the seat 
to forward facing once your child is 
ready.

Group 1  
(9 kg to 18 kg / 4 years)

These seats are designed for  
children from 9 kg up to 18 kg and 
offer a range of installation and 
harnessing technology.

Group 1/2  
(9 kg to 25 kg / 6 years)

These seats are designed for 
children from 9 kg up to 25 kg and 
often offer a choice of rearward 
or forward facing travel to suit the 
changing needs of a growing child.

Group 1/2/3  
(9 kg to 36 kg / 12 years)

These seats are designed for 
children from 9 kg up to 36 kg and 
represent our longest lasting seat.

TODDLER

   THE FACTS
The first thing you will need to identify is which seats will ‘fit’ your child.  
This depends on the age and weight of your child. Once you’ve worked 
this out, your next decision is around the type of seat that will best suit  
your needs. 

Some car seats are designed around the physiology of a specific age or 
size of child. These seats offer tailored protection along with the ultimate 
comfort and fit. Other seats are designed to cover a much wider age 
range. These seats offer maximum flexibility and longevity. Only you can 
decide what is best for your family and your car.

1WHAT IS THE AGE AND 
WEIGHT OF YOUR CHILD? 

AND HOW LONG DO  
YOU WANT YOUR CHILD  
TO STAY IN ITS SEAT?



CHECK THAT YOUR CHILD IS READY TO 
MOVE TO THE NEXT STAGE OF SEAT
For safety reasons, you should keep your child in each stage for as long 
as possible – until they reach the weight limit or the head reaches the 
top of the seat. This is especially important for babies as rearward facing 
seats offer the safest way of travelling. 

Move from a Group 0+ infant carrier and rearward facing seat when 
your child exceeds the weight limit, or if their head is higher than the top 
of the infant carrier.

Move from a Group 0+/1 or 1 in forward facing mode seat when the 
upper edge of the shell is roughly at eye level of the child or your child 
exceeds the weight limit.

Do not move too early to a Group 2/3 seat because these seats are 
wider to accommodate larger children. Also a younger child‘s shoulders 
are too narrow to hold to the adult seat belt securely. A small child can  
therefore easily slip out from under the belt, especially when they fall 
asleep during the journey.



2WHAT TYPE OF INSTALLATION 
SYSTEM WILL WORK WITH  
YOUR CAR?

   THE FACTS
Since we invented ISOFIX in 1997 it has become the standard for car seat 
installation in most countries globally. It greatly reduces the risk of installation 
error and makes transferring an infant carrier when used with a base in and 
out of the car simple. We would always recommend an ISOFIX seat, but 
understand that not all cars have ISOFIX connectors. So it’s important that 
you clarify this before you choose your seat.

Our Fit Finder® will help you check if our car seat is compatible with 
your car: www.britaxemea.com/fit-finder

BEFORE YOU BUY  
ANY INFANT CARRIER  
OR CAR SEAT
Check for R44/04 approval  
This means the car seat adheres to the strict  
European safety standards

Check that it is compatible with your car 
Our FitFinder is the most comprehensive on 
the market and will help you check if our car 
seat is compatible with your car. 

   YOUR OPTIONS FROM BRITAX

ISOFIX 
Our ground-breaking invention 
with Volkswagen that enables 
simple, direct connection to the 
car’s anchorage points.

ISOFIX+ 
Our latest development of the 
ISOFIX system uses wider 
connectors to limit sideways 
movement, along with V-Tether 
anchorage at the top to reinforce 
stability and absorb impact 
forces.

ISOFIT 
Designed specifically for Group 
2/3 car seats – using both  
ISOFIX and the car’s seat belts 
to direct impact forces away 
from your child.

Car seat belt  
Using the car’s three-point seat 
belt to connect the seat.



3HOW OFTEN DO YOU NEED 
TO MOVE YOUR CAR SEAT 
BETWEEN DIFFERENT CARS?

   THE FACTS
In busy family life you could often do with 10 different seats, so mum can 
take the children to the nursery, dad can bring them home, their friend’s 
parents can take them to the sports class, and at the weekend they can 
go with their grandparents to the zoo. Especially in group 2/3, where your 
child is more mobile and independent, it is important to have a flexible seat.

To make it easy for you to move your car seat between different cars look 
out for lightweight seats. Plus some seats have different installation options 
that allow installation in a wide range of cars. We always recommend ISOFIX 
for a quick and easy installation.

   YOUR OPTIONS FROM BRITAX

ISOFIT 
ISOFIT car seats are installed 
using your car’s ISOFIX anchor-
age points and securing your 
child with your car’s 3-point 
seat belt.

ISOFIT with Soft Latch 
ISOFIX installation with the  
Soft Latch system, a simple  
and easy installation even if  
the ISOFIX anchorage points 
are hard to reach.

3-point seat belt 
The intuitively positioned seat 
belt guides ensure a repeated 
correct positioning of the adult 
3-point seat belt.

Britax offers a range of car seats for all age 
groups that fit different needs.

Our Group 2/3 car seat range offers 
lightweight seats with flexible installation 
options:



What kind of harnessing does it offer?

5-point harness, 3-point harness or car seat 
belt? Understand the difference between  
harness and shield systems – and why at Britax 
we only use harness protection.

 YOUR OPTIONS FROM BRITAX:  
At Britax we believe that 5-point harness is  
the safest way to travel from baby to toddler.  
Learn more about our harness systems at  
www.britaxemea.com/safety-expertise

Does it offer ISOFIX installation? 

For an easy and correct installation of the car 
seat – we would always recommend an ISOFIX 
seat.

 YOUR OPTIONS FROM BRITAX:  
Find our complete car seat range and their 
installation options at www.britaxemea.com/
our-products

Does it offer advanced side impact  
protection? 

In case of a common form of collision – from 
the side.

 YOUR OPTIONS FROM BRITAX:   
We are constantly working on new technologies 
to protect our little ones – look out for our latest 
innovations in side impact protection D-SIP,  
SI-PAD, flexible and adjustable SICT

Does it offer superior head and neck  
protection?

To protect a growing child’s vulnerable head 
and developing neck muscles.

 YOUR OPTIONS FROM BRITAX:  
All our seats provide a protecting headrest or 
head support for the child’s comfort and safety. 
To take safety standards for Group 2/3 seats 
to a new level we have invented the XP-PAD, 
that reduces the forces on your child’s neck in 
a frontal impact.

Does it offer enhanced abdomenal  
protection?

To protect your child’s delicate tummy area in 
the event of a frontal impact.

 YOUR OPTIONS FROM BRITAX:  
A 5-point harness secures your baby and 
toddler firmly in its seat and distributes forces 
across 5 points.

For older children the SecureGuard with an extra 
4th attachment point helps to keep the adult lap 
belt in an ideal position over the pelvic bones 
and to reduce abdomenal forces up to 35 %* 

*Britax internal tests with a Q6 dummy, 
representing an average 6 year old child

Does it offer extended rearward facing 
travel?

Proven to be the safer way to transport smaller 
children.

 YOUR OPTIONS FROM BRITAX:   
See our complete rearward facing range at 
www.britaxemea.com/safety-expertise

We appreciate that car seats are complex 
things. But we also believe it’s important 
for parents to make informed decisions 
about the type of protection you want for 
your child. So we’ve pulled together some 
of the key safety features to consider  
when choosing your car seat.

4UNDERSTAND  
ITS KEY 
FORMS OF 
PROTECTION



   THE FACTS
Current legislation (ECE R44/04) states that a child must remain 
rearward facing until at least 9 months or 9 kg. However at Britax 
we recommend that your child travels rearward facing for as long 
as it is feasible for your child, your car and your lifestyle.

Since July 2013 there is a new regulation in place (ECE R129).  
This new regulation includes mandatory rearward facing until a 
minimum of 15 months.

   YOUR OPTIONS FROM BRITAX
We are proud to have the broadest and most advanced range of 
rearward facing seats in Europe, with options to keep your child 
rearward facing until 25 kg (or around 6 years of age). We also 
understand that this isn’t possible for all families or cars, so we 
have a range of options that give parents the choice of when to 
change the direction of travel for their child.

Find our complete rearward facing seat range at www.britax.com

5WOULD YOU LIKE 
YOUR CHILD TO  
REMAIN REARWARD 
FACING FOR  
LONGER?



6WHAT ARE THE LEGAL STANDARDS 
FOR CAR SEATS?
   It is mandatory to use child car seats within the EU for all children up to 
the heights of 1,35 m or 1,50 m – depending on the member state. There 
are currently two legal standards in Europe.

ECE R44/04 
To meet ECE R44/04 approval car seats are tested in frontal collisions 
at 50 km/h and rear collisions at 30 km/h using crash test dummies and 
advanced measuring instruments designed to assess the levels of  
protection each seat offers. ECE R44/04 approved seats can be identified 
by their orange approval label.

Britax car seats are ECE R44/04 approved.

i-Size (ECE R129) 
i-Size is a new regulation for child car seats that will run in parallel to  
the current regulation for the next few years. It has been in force since  
July 9th 2013. We were a major contributor to its development and  
believe that it will greatly increase protection for our little ones across 
Europe. The key changes are:

Extended rearward facing travel until a minimum of 15 months  
Proven to be the safer way to travel in case of frontal collisions

Added side impact test  
To ensure the seat provides better protection in the case of side  
collisions

ISOFIX only seats 
Using our 1997 invention together with Volkswagen to greatly reduce 
the risk of incorrect installation

Based on the age and size of the child rather than weight 
Reflecting the latest safety data and giving parents a clearer indicator 
of what seat is right for their child and when their child is ready to be 
moved to the next stage car seat.



   THE FACTS
Only certain types of car seat, often called an ‘infant carrier’, can 
connect onto your pushchair. And all seats are not compatible 
with every brand or model of pushchair. If you choose the right 
combination then an infant carrier plus travel system can offer a 
flexible, cocooning way of transporting your small child on the 
road and pavement.

   YOUR OPTIONS FROM BRITAX
All Britax infant carriers are compatible with all of our travel systems 
– and with many other leading travel system brands.

Used with our bases transferring the infant carrier in and out of 
the car is simple and hassle free.

7DO YOU WANT TO 
USE YOUR SEAT 
AS PART OF A 
TRAVEL SYSTEM?



Since the 1960s we’ve played  
a major role in the development  
of automotive and child car safety 
standards. 
To learn more about our safety innovations  
and find the right one’s for you and your family  
visit our SAFETY EXPERTISE section at   
www.britaxemea.com/safety-expertise
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